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THE GREGG COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM BALLOON SCULPTURE PROJECT

Put your business on display with a Longview
tradition in full color!

*Choice of two sizes: 5' 6" and 3"
*Fabricated locally with high quality, durable metal

by Modisette Welding

«White base coat. WILL NOT RUST and
should last 25+ years

«High grade, UV filtering, commercial top coat
for painted balloons

«Concrete or grass installation with tamper free bolts

«Balloon location printed on a map distributed by the

museum and online,

Questions?

903-153-5840 director@® g regﬁﬁ istorical orqg
Pick a Jize.
Pick.a.Localion
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m’mme tﬂ me Fw/mter Staff Members:
2025 Edition of Musings i

It's been said that the only constant is change, and we have certainly experienced
several changes since our last edition, with more still to come. This October marks the
beginning of a new year, bringing with it new officers and board members. | will be
completing my term as president, and I'm pleased to share that the museum will be in
very capable hands with our new president, Angela Choy. Additionally, two of our
valued members, Past President Debbie Hancock and Secretary Dr. Meredith May, will
also be completing their terms. Their dedicated service over the years has been a
tremendous asset to the museum's growth and is deeply appreciated.

We've also made several important updates to our facility. As you read this, our offices
and museum archives have been moved to the newly renovated upper floor
Improvements to this space include restored hardwood flooring, fresh paint, added air
conditioning, and newly carpeted stairs. These upgrades have been part of our long-
term vision and were made possible through the generosity of the Wrather
Foundation. The space previously used for offices will now be transformed into an
expanded military exhibit and a world affairs research library, made possible by the
support of Dr. Robert Galvan. Stay tuned for more information on this exciting
development.

In addition, several exhibits are being refreshed or newly added. One of the museum’s
standout features, the Dalton Days exhibit in the original bank vault, has been
renewed, with a grand reopening scheduled for September. Design work is also
underway for a renewed Mative American Exhibit, a new Transportation Exhibit, the
Gregg County Athletes Exhibit, an updated Mercantile Exhibit, and an expansion of The
Cargill Kids Zone,

Qur focus isn't solely on building improvements; exciting events are also on the
calendar. This year's Landmarks of Longview tour, scheduled for September 20, will
showcase several unique and historic Longview homes. As | wrap up my term as
president of your Museum Foundation this October, | want to express my sincere
gratitude. It has been an honor to serve over the past several years as both a board
member and officer. Although my term is ending, I'm inspired and encouraged by the
museum’s direction and am confident it will continue to thrive in the capable hands of
our new leadership.

With appreciation,

CHare Pl elcke

President, 2023-2025

The photo shows railroad workers at the Longview Depot proudly posing in front of a
train, a fitting tribute to the people who kept the city's rail lines moving. The Longview
Depot, located in the heart of downtown, served as one of two key rail hubs for the
city. The second, known as Longview Junction, lay to the east where two major rail

lines crossed. Together, these depots made Longview one of the few East Texas towns
to offer both east to west and north to south rall service. This strategic advantage
transformed Longview from a modest rall stop into a thriving center of commerce and
transportation, drawing Industry, Innovation, and opportunity that would shape the
cities identity for generations.
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On July 4, 2026, America will celebrate 250 years of independence, and Gregg County
is proud to share its part in that story. From the excitement of rodeos and the steady
rhythm of the railroad, to the timeless joy of baseball and the resilience of our
communities, our local traditions reflect the diverse spirit that defines the American
identity.

The Gregg County Historical Museum invites you to join us in a yearlong America 250
Celebration filled with events that honor the moments, people, and places that shaped
our region. We'll kick things off this year with a Traditional Texas Christmas, full of
local charm and holiday warmth. Then in January, start the new year with our
Windshield Tour of Gregg County, where you'll explore the landmarks and stories that
make our history truly one-of-a-kind. There is no better time to celebrate where we've
been, embrace who we are, and look ahead to what we can become together.
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Meet our necw

Taglon Uelch,

Tander Welch Ives In Rilgore with Der hushand, Mason, and their two sons, Cooper
ard Hoves: Fanily 15 ot the Deart of her life, and she deeply values being part of a
commmmmity that enplasizes connection, traditkon, and growth, Lving in East
Texas has streng@hernssd her appreciation for local listony and the unigue stories
that shape cach town and Qumily,

Tavler graduated mom Bavlor University in 2000 with o degree in History and
Museian Stsdies. Her passion for lestory Tas long gobded  ber personal and
prodessional jourmey, as she is deeply conmmitted to the idea that uiderstanding
the past helps us better uderstand onmsehves and our conmmmities. She belleves
mnselnns are essatial spaces e education and reflection, presening the
legaches of Uwse who cane before while inspiring fitire generathons.

Tayder is homored and excited 1o join the board of the Gregg County Historical
Muscunte She recognlzes the nueeum’s vital role i the commumity and looks
forward o supporting its mission through educational outreachy, commmnity
engagernent, and the preseration of reglonal historical treasures, For Tavker, this
work is botlia personal passion and o protessional privilege, and she is graetul ior
the opportunity to contribute.

—_—0 R —

Robert Proctor was borin Corpus Clhirsti, Texas, to Robent and Dorotly Procuor,
He was ralsed bithe Leagie City, Texas area before moving to White Oalk, Texas, in
the eighth grade. Througlout his sclwoal vears, Robert wis active i oothall,
bashetball, and track, with his father sening as his coacly principal, aned
superimendent.

He carmed a four-vear track scholarshép to Lowdshana Tech University, where he
gradhited with honors i electrical engineering. During college, he spent three
summers working at Southwestern Electric Power Compann in Looegviesw. His first
professional role was with Houston: Lighting and Power Compangy in Houston,
where he worked onmiclear power plants.

Robert Liter held wirous. positions in the oillield industry, focusing on the
marufacturing of dovwnbole equipment. He also served as a plant manager in
plastics imamicturing His career eveitually kad Do o work B two contractors
at KASA Space Center, where he served as a project manager bwohed in
AsLronau Lesting, rainingg and space sation projects

Following Iits retirement, Robert has pursied interests inantiques and gandening.
He recenth parchased o bome on Lake Devernia, where e enjovs Gshing ansd
water sports: He D one son, Robert 0L wiwo Bves i the Hooston anea,



board members!

Mary Lou Tevebsaugh

Mary Lo Tevebaugh, a lifelong resident of Gregg County, brings deep-nooted
comimmity tes and o passion for servdoe 1o her new role on e boand of e
Coregg County' Historical Museum, A Baylor Law School graduate, she began
her carcer as an assistant district attomiey before kumching Ter own legal
practice in 987, Theoughout her carcer, she has been a steadiast advocate for
others, recogired 1or her dedication, compassion, and integrit.

In addition to her legal work, Mary Lou 15 activel engaged in enriching the
cutltural and eivic fiie of East Texas, She serves on the board of the Longview
Museum of Fine Arts and the Mavor's Task Force on Housing, and i invohaed
with Mewgate Mizsion's Healing Arts Project. Her conmmitment 1o mentoring is
evident n her work with Aspire, where she helps guide young girls towand a
bright fimure. As a sustaining memmiber of the Oklaboma Gity Museum of Art,
Mary Lows enduring kwe for the arts, histony, and conmmmity sendee
copitineees W =hape herinpactiol comntributions acness the region,

-"—'--_-Q—-""W"“-—Q-_--_--

Paquita Hanks, born in Madrid, Spain and adopted as a chikd, has Tved o life
marked by resilience, faith, and a deep sense of purpose, Though she never
knesw her biological family, she found strengl in the values of Tove, kindness,
and forghveness, With a strong foundation In branding and marketing, Paquita
currenth’ serves as o Media Executive at New Station and previoush worked
abongside Councibnan Wray Wade, She 15 also the founder of Ferce
Entertabmuent, & dynanmic creative enterprise U has parinered with national
platfons such as the Stellar Awards, and collaborated with acclaimed gospel
artiss and actors, AL the heart of her professional fjourey 15 an umvavering
conmumiimei to COTEIRINIEY . COMTipEsan, .]I'H.‘!ilh.'lll:ih‘i'll‘n :

Paquita’s greatest passion lies in advocating for children in foster care. During
her thine at Casa for Kids of East Texas, she recrifted and supported solunteers
ki served as volces for children in court and led the organiration’s Inclusivine
Conmmittee o ensure every chikl had the opporunity to d o sale,
permanent home. She also ounded Loving Yoa, an mitiative focused on sell
kwe, emotional bealingg and iner growth,. A devoted  member of Bible
Teaching Ministries, Paquita serves in the Finance Departiment and reniains
deeph: gronmded in her fitle She B currenth completing her debat bool,
sharing a poweriul message of healing unity, and grace. A proud mother wo ler
danghter Shellw and an avid traveler, Paquita believes In the power of
evilwaciig one's past o create wmeaniigul and purposetul future,



KOMATSU

ROBOTICS

The Gregg County Historical Museum’s annual
Robotics Competition, held at Komatsu in Longview,
proved once again that East Texas students are
leading the charge in STEM education. On April 29,
2025, students from elementary to high school
levels gathered to compete, collaborate, and
showcase their engineering and programming skills
—highlighting the power of innovation and
teamwork in shaping tomorrow’s technology
leaders.

The event was a high-energy celebration of
problem-solving and creativity, with prize money
awarded to support the advancement of school-
based robotics programs.

Elementary/Middle School Division
Pine Tree Robotics made a clean sweep in the
Elementary/Middle School division. Their students’
impressive designs and precise programming
eamed them both first and second place honors:
+ 1st Place: Pine Tree Robotics - $500
« 2nd Place: Pine Tree Robotics - $250
Junior High Division
The momentum continued into the Junior High
division, with Pine Tree Robotics once again taking
home both top prizes:
+ st Place: Pine Tree Robotics - $500
« 2nd Place: Pine Tree Robotics - $250
High School Division
At the high school level, the competition took on &
more collaborative tone as teams joined forces in
alliance-style matchups.
+ st Place Alliance:
= Christian Heritage Classical School - $250
e Pine Tree High School - $250
« 2nd Place Alliance:
¢ Big Sandy High School - $125
s Pine Tree High School - $126
=]
Pine Tree High School’s students contributed 1o
both winning alliances, securing a total of $375.
Beyond the prize money, the event emphasized the
value of communication, strategy, and real-world
problem-solving—hallmarks of successful robotics
education. With each robot built, coded, and tested,
these students are not only building machines—
they're building their futures.
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On Decermber 14, 1846 atf Markham Hospital in Longeiew, TX,
Margaret and Guy Harrson waelcomed & namessis ijl |.'ﬁ'[l:|l. GiLky.
Twenty ane mandtes Wler Oay Sudan Hemison was barn. Gay always
comidersd hasing Guy as hef twin one of life's greatest gifis, &
younger brothes, Rim, came Tive yeors later. The tiing began first
pracle an Miss Ruby™s School an High Streer aT age five. Far 28cond
prache, iy moved 10 Ware Schosd In Wate Acres, Then (o FocDar
Junior High and fnished af Longview High School. The family monved
frem scath Lomgyies to Labe Chargkas when tha T#ing wam
Freshmean, Gay & her Pushand, Kenry, Bea on The sams S a1 the lake
[0S

White attending SFA in 1068, Gay marrhed Ward Summess. Folloaing
Psr gracuation n 1960, the couple saitlad in Houston, Their Tamily
Bagan with the birth of Letcher Wand Summads (11 {Bud), In 1973, "Big
Gaiy™, Gay's dad, neaded help with Dichinson and Harrison Inguranos
50 the Tamily moved back o Longdes and sdded twe maore soig,
Gany Franklin Harrison Summsers (G and Charkes Mokinley Summans.
[Chartisl. Life in Longview was good, moying into a wonderful
i ghiborbiogod making (elong friends. After the enforfunate passing
of Ward, a new chapter began In December of 1987 when Gay
miarried Kpnny Kiriland and the family grew from three chidman 1o
fiye children with the addition of Kay and Clay. Today the family also
Inclsdes 15 of tha smartest, brightest, and most  baaitful
grandchlsnent

Gay holds a desp appreciation for the city of Longyvisw and the marny
blessings i offers. She treasures the friendships and meaningful
relationships she has bullt over the years and values the city's wealth
of cultural, spiritusl, and commanity-centered opportunities. Fer
strong commumity spirit & evident thiough her active imodyvement
with several Iocal organizations, including First Methodest Chibch,
thie Junior Leaguse of Longviews, the Gregg County Historical kMussum,
the Longview Symphony, and the Longview Museum of Fine Art.
Beyond thesa affillations, Gay is also an enthusiastic supporter of the
Lomgview Public Library, the Longview Arboretum and Nature Canter,
and Arts Longview. Gay belisves in pheserdng the commuenity’s
heritage, thoughtfully atillting &5 resources, and honoring s many
gifta; viswing Longview nod just a8 home Bul A% & place [0 [mest,
mrture, and celebrate for generatiors (o oome

SPredervation CAward Socipienta

Lucirdd *Lucy™ Harrison was Boen in Tedarkans, Texas. Her mother
was from Texarkana, Arkansas but the hospital was on the "Texss
L™ a0 Lucy wat Barn & Texan. Har family moved to Galveston when
she wiad three months old where her father Tmished his medical
residency in Ophthatmalogy. Two yesrs later they moved to Hol
Springs, Arkarsas, her fACher's Bometown Listy wid five wien her
sisier Sulie was botn and four years ater her brother Walter anfived.

Luey sttended Mot Springs achools thiough high schoal and then
werl 1a MU in Dallas whese she pledged Deita Delta Deita, AL the
end of her freshman year she met a tall, handsome man wha became
thé MGt important person in ber [ife, Guy Harfidson. Their first date
wad in September D966, they mantied in 1989 and were martied Tor
5 years.

Guy served it the drmy in Viet Nam and Lucy Lived with her famiby in
Hot Springs. After moving to Longview, Guy became part of the
Diekinssn and Harrisan insdrance Agency Tar & yaar before deciding
to return ta ShLU 10 becoimne a lawyer. Two and o half yesss Later, they
returnied fo Longview and Guy began hia Lxw practice. They soon
welsamed two sons, Pafier and Worth, their special Blessings

Parker and his wife Sonshine hove two childeen, Raing and Tate, who
continue to bless her with great grandchidren—bry, Willow and
MEK sy [and ardther on the Wyl

Lucy became involved in mony organications including the First
Methadist Chureh, the Juriar Leaguee of Langvies, the Larngview Fine
Arts Musewm, the Gregg County Historical Musesm, the Sweetbrior
Garden Cluk, the Green Thumb Garden Club, and the Good Shephend
Hospital Guild. She also sarvad on the boands af the Crismen School
the Chersiee Club and the Palisades HOM. Lucy acted a8 the Chair of
several fundralsing events: The Charity Sall, the Aed Stocking Aevue,
Gald Aush, the Crisman School Garage Sale and Dally®s Tes. She wal
hononed as a 5ar Over Longview by Lonfview Regional Medical
Center. When Guy became involved in the S1ate Bar of Texas, Lucy
bacame o mambar of the Texas Lawyverd Auxiliney &nd the Amacican
Lawyers Alllance serving.as President of both arganizations. Lucy is
thankful for the Gregg County Histarical Museum for preserving the
hittary of Longvisew and making it alive for its Citidens, sspecially the
childran.
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SCAN TO PURCHASE TICKETS
525

Tickets availabic for purchase on
the Gregg County Historical

Landmarks ol

LUNGYILN

25th Annual
Greee County Historical Museum

T
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Architectural Home Tour GREGG COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSELM
+
saturday, September 20, 2025 .
B | P (T 214 N. Fredonia 5t.
Four Times :
00 - 400 pm downtown longview
ALY | Ll
(903) 753-5840
gregghistorical.org

Callverine and| Tucker onsour

A marveious mikture of old and new &8s soo0n a8
you enter this charming home bullt in
1957 Weanderful antigues and fresh new fabrics,
rugs and wallpapers are combined for a pretty
bright take on this traditional homea, The
Fomeowners' o af color 5
especially evident in the "bluee room”™ and with
the green vintage tile in the kitchen overlooking
the lowely backyard and pool

1111 YATES DRIVE

This 1941 mission style home received a
drarmatee ranslormation |'||:'|r'.r:|ri|‘|jil_l the past and
embracing the future. Mow a stunning
cont@mparanry, the fﬂrrlil:,r Fas & :n:-:,ign sLntead 1o
today’s lifestyle. Upon entering, you ara
greeted by an open floor plan, lots of calor, &
fabulous kitchen, a view of the backyard pool
area complebe with mural wall, and the it goes
o,

830 HILLCREST DRIVE
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Guests are grested by an opan vintage cedar
chest filled with colorful seasonal flowers and
painted with the homeowners' name and
marriage date. The home features special
keepsakes and treasures collected over the
yaars. This spacious home also has a lovely patio
with the Elders’ love of plants and flowers, and a
special Interacthe fence feature.

2902 INSIDE PASSAGE TRAIL

. ____.g_m'_'

2908 CELEBRATION WAY

This “weli-traveled” home features Sudanne's
collections from China, india, Maxico,
Africa, California and Longview. These items
are showcased In a glorious mix of colors to dedight
the eya, from fabrics to beading paintings to
photographs, wood to porcelaln; from cats to cows,
turtles to rebras, even skeletons- Bones and Banita.
So much 1o enjoy.

This traditional home sccented with bBeautifully
colared fMowers outside includes many special
keepsakes inside, & gift from the Austing' daughter-
in-law, & handerafted modaie cross and dove wall-
hanging I¢ in the entry and a footlocker once
belanging to Sammia's Ffather is in the sunroom, The
kitchen's . green cabinets are balanced by a
wanderful patio and outdoor space.

This program made possible, in part, through a grant from the City of Longview.



 Balloon in
/ FOCUS ™

Eagle Capital Advisors

This is not just a tribute to our brand=it is a
symbol of our values. Painted in bold red,
white, and blue, with a fierce, focused eagle
breaking through a star, this balloon declares
exactly what we stand for: Faith, Family, and
Freedom. Every detail is intentional, designed
to reflect the heart of who we are and what
we belleve in. These values are not just part of
our message—they are the core of our mission
and the standard we hold ourselves to avery
day.

At the base, the words of Isaiah 40:31 are
carved with purpose: “They will soar on wings
/ like eagles” That verse is more than a
reference=it is the foundation we have built
this firm on. it speaks to our belief in
perseverance, in purpose, and in rising above
challenges with strength and conviction. This
monument is not just something we put up to
be seen. It is a daily reminder of why we
started, who we serve, and where we are
going.

This isn't a decoration. It's a challenge—to
every business downtown: If you believe in
this city, prove it. Invest in it. PUt your name
on it. Stand for something. Eagle Capital
didn't just rise—we were built to soar. And
now we're flying our flag high in the heart of
Longview.

(:LE

- William Rice IV, Eagle Capital Advisors



For more than o decade, Kelly Green has been a steady, invaluable presence ot
the musaum. Serving under three directors, he has brought continuity, insight,
guick wit, and o remarkable depth of institutional knowledge. His calm,
thoughtful demeanor and stecdfast work ethic have earned the respect of
colleagues and the gratitude of researchers who rely on the museum’s archival
collactions. Baneath it all is an enormous haart for both his community and his
colleagues.

As supenvisor of the archives, Kelly's influence touches nearly every aspect of our
work. From exhibitions and educational programs to scholarly research and
preservation Initiotives, his caoreful stewordship ensures thot thousonds of
historical documents, photographs, and artifacts are both protected and
accessible. His maticulous organization allows even the most obscure materials
to be located with ease.

sophia Yastrebov, an intern who worked closely with Kelly, shares, "He is the kind
of parson who truly belongs in o museum. Any conversation with him is
papperad with fascinating tidbits about Longview's history, geography, and
people, all recalled in vivid detail. It's on honor to call hima friend!”

Through his quiet leadership and deep dedication, Kelly has shaped the archives
inte a trusted, vital resource. Whether mentoring stoff, assisting visiting
historions, or managing complex cataloging projects, he brings focus, precision,
and genuine passion to every task. The Gregg County Historical Museum ls
proud to recognize Kelly Green as our current Volunteer in Focus.

US

ey &

Kelly Green

Staff Members
Lyrin Bryson
Volunteer Coordinotor
Keldly Green
Archives
Lana Higginbotham
Marmbership Coorainator
Brichgatte Hunt
Accounting
Jannifer white
Executive Direcior
Kyler Littlajohn
Murseurn fntem
sandy Spaars
Education Coonainalor
Mot Pletured:
Tiffany Hoggard
Digital Designer

| Our GCHM Staff:




Meet your New President

Angela Choy

- i — X e

Dear Friends of the Museum.,

As the ncoming president of the Gregg County Historical Museum, Lam honored to stepinto

this role and help guide an organization dedicated to preserving and celebrating our shared
listory. Thaiiks 1o VOLIF contiiit i SUPPROE, we laave ais excith g ||I'M_‘1.E].'“I o ey ils and -L'"i.ﬁihi'l.!'i oy e
hortzon, ad | ean't wait to see you there.

First up, mark your calendars for September 20, and join us for Landmarks of Longview, a celebration of
our conuuniy’s architectural treasures, Our annual tour features beautiful homes gracioush opened 1o
the public, allowding us to adimire both their design and the history they represent. Then on October 18, we
biring back a local favorte, Historic Haunts, where the spirits of Gregg County’s pust comie 1o life through
storyvtelling and guided tours. This event sells out quickly and has beconie atroe fan favorite!

December beging with Fashlon & Firs on December 2-—a festive evening filled with fashion, holida
shopping, and stusningly decorated Christmas trees and wreaths, I's one of my favorite everits for
finding unique gitts and soaking in the season’s chieer. Just a few davs later, on December 6, our Living
History Clwistinas will (il the musewnm with costumed interpreters, the Rilgore Rangerettes, imodel tralns,
anrd avariety of fun activities for kids.

Looking ahead, we're thrilled wo launch o brand new Windshield Driving Tour of CGregg County In Jasnary.

f This sel”guided experience lets you explore our area’s rich history from the comifon of your car. In
February and March, well spotlight the traditions and culture of East Texas rodeo life with a Rodeo
.;:3 Exhibit, anvd froen Agari] through August, our featured exhibition. Wheels that Built a Nation, will showcase

the machines that buile and moved our nation forward,

None of this would be possible without your ncredible support, | exstend a heartfelt thank-you to our
generous  sponsors, dedicated  voluniteers, and  hardworking  nusewn stafl—vour  passion and
comumnitinent make all the difference. We are also deeph grateful to the City of Longview and Gregg
Courty for their continued partniership and annual support. Your iwestment in preserving our histon
ensres Lhat future generations can continue Lo leam from and be inspired by it

Thaaik you again for your enthuslasm ad dedication. [ ook forward 10 a fantastic yvear ahead and  hope

,:j o see vou soonal te nseunn!

* Wari regards,

¢ | Angela Choy

_I'. President. Gregg County Historical Musewm
{3
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This program is made possible, in part,
through a grant from the City of Longview
and Everything Vaguely Paranormal Group.



lenn Elliott, a true Ranger's Ranger, was born on August 1, 1926, in Fannin

County, located in North Texas. He served in World War I1 as a Military Police
officer in the South Pacifie, returning home with the samurai sword now
featured in the museum's exhibit,

After the war, Glenn joined the Texas Highway Patrel and later became a
Texas Ranger. He lived in Longview and worked throughout East Texas,
earning the respect and admiration of those who served alongside him. Glenn
was well known among our museum volunteers, After he became

homebound, he often shared stories of his days as a Ranger. He'd always begin with a smile and say, “The
story I'm about to tell vou is almost true...” Many of those tales are now captured in his books, which are
available in the museum gift shop. He retired as a Texas Ranger in 1987. On the day of his retirement, the
legendary radio broadeaster Paul Harvey honored him on his national program, saying:

“I1 don't know what you know about the Texas Rangers, but they are an elite corps of lawmen, respected at
all levels of law enforcement...and if vou had to pick one to represent the ‘best of the best, that one would

be Ranger Glenn Elliott™
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Waves of Books have
washed ashore at the

GCHM!

Book Review by Lana Higginbotham

The joy of the GCHM's “Conquering the Seas” exhibit continues in the
museum gift shop in these featured books:

MML&D:{LMM&JLM by Gérard Lo
Monaco. This precious book will delight all ages. It is filled with a wonderful

story with rhyming prose. The reader joins in the journey with three
passengers on a boat. As one of them is a dog who falls overboard, the
intrigue and concern rise like the waves but soon diminish. They sail into
smoother and action-filled waters, passing multiple boats and larger ships. A
tidbit of history is offered in the bottom-left corner below the painting-like
pop-up illustrations. This magnificent little book is the perfect length for
primary and intermediate readers. Younger, non-readers will delight in the
pop-ups, but will need supervision to assure the pages arent damaged
during interactions.

by Yuval Zommer. Join Little Turtle as he
plays with other sea creatures. Toddlers and all grimary-aged readers will
engage with the detailed illustrations. Each board book page is active and
punctuated by key action words. The prose and illustrations pull the reader
into the sensory depths of the ocean. Non-readers will follow the story well
through the pictures.

The Big Book of the Blue by Yuval Zommer The upfront challenge on the
second page—"Can you find . . . exactly the same sardine 15 times in this

book? Watch out for imposters.’—assures you won't miss a thing. The
illustrations in this large book will e e all ages. The table of contents
titled "Who's Inside?” will help older readers and parents to locate specific
sea life and areas of interest. A "Did You Find . . " page and an index page at
the end of the book are excellent reviews. The reader will see if they met the
sardine challenge and can also relocate favored sea life and ocean topics
with ease. Due to the length and detail of this beautiful book, it might
overload younger readers if not read over multiple sessions instead of one.

by Rena Ortega. This is a detailed children’'s
reference book. It starts with an introduction to the Cetacean Family.
Scientific classifications and reader friendly descriptions are accented by
accurate illustrations of each whale, The reader will learn all about whales—
behavior, sleep habits, songs, migration—and their families, as well as about
the dangers they face, the whaling industry, and whale watching.




Fun, Fobulous & Free

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2025
4:00PM-7:00PM

Munchies & Merriment

GBia T
“Treasured Trees & Wreaths"
Silent Auction GCHM
Shﬂp 214 N. FREDONIA 5T.
Local Artisans & Boutiques ﬁg:g;;;r;;nﬁﬁﬂw

GREGGHISTORICAL.ORG




LIVING HIoTORY

HISTORY COMES TO LIFE TEXAS STYLE

SATURDAY, DECEMBER &, 10AM - 2PM

P L —
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Mark your ealendar for the kickoff of the GCHM's Holiday season with
Living History Christmas 2025!

The Gregg County Historical Mugeum presents its annual Living History Christmas, a family-friendly
event featuring the popular TRAIN exhibit and a festive Taste of Texas. Part of the America 250
initiative, this celebration brings Texas heritage to life through interactive exhibits, holiday
activities, and timeless local traditions. Step back in time and enjoy the sights, sounds, and flavors of
a true Texas Christmas.

Bring the family and watch as GCHM transforms and the exhibits come to life.

THIS EXHIBIT IS MADE POSSIBLE, IN PART,
THROUGH A GRANT FROM THE CITY OF LONGVIEW.

GCHM
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The story of the swimming pool has its roots in Movember
1830, when H. L. Hunt convinced "Dad"” Joiner to sell him his
oil interest in East Tewas. An Eldorado, Arkansas clothier,
landman, and oil man named Peter Gause. “Peta™ Lakse
loaned Mr. Hunt the $30,000 to complete the deal. In 1938,
Mr, Lake moved to Tyler and established an oll company with
a camp on the northern par of Gregg County, at the mast
northern reach of the East Texas Oil Field. Workers were
housed there, and Mr. Lake bullt a house to stay in when
visiting the lease. Included on the lease was a spring fed
crgek which Mr Lake dammaed bo create a swimming pool to
cool off during the hot and humid summers.

This is where the story relies on the oral history as told to me
by Mr. Billingsly, wha lnved and worked on the lease. Mr Lake
had a lady friend who enjoyed swimming in the pool, but tha
water had so much iron ore in it, when she swam, she
emerged with a reddish tint. This just would not do, 50 Mr.
Lake had the pool drained, lined with concrete, and installed
a filter systeam, with all the labor provided by the lease
employees.

Dver the years the pool was opened to select groups
Including local church teen groups, Little League teams, and
other local youth groups. The pool was not free of tragedy
though, In 1956, a boy drowned when a Gladewater Little
League team was enjoying the pool. The lease eventually
closed, and the pool was all but forgatben. In the late 18970%,
my brother and | venturad to the lease only to find only
concrete founmdations of the housss and evidence the
beavers had dammed the creek and flooded a large area,
making the pool inaccessible. It was another Gregg County
Landmark lost to the ages,

Lost Landmarks of

Gregg County

TheP. G. Lake Suimming Posl
By: Manc Welch,
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Gregg County Windshield Driving Tour
Coming January 2026

A driving tour through Gregg County immerses visitors in East Texas
history by highlighting the people, industries, and events that shaped the
region. The journey begins in downtown Longview, where the Gregg County
Historical Museum welcomes guests inside the 1910 Everett Building,
originally built as a bank, as a standout example of early 20th-century
architecture. From there, travelers explore Heritage Plaza and stroll
through Bank Alley, once the heart of early commercial life. At the
Longview Depot, visitors discover how the arrival of the railroad in the
1870s sparked the city’s founding and growth.

As the route moves west and south, the driving tour reveals the powerful
impact of the East Texas Oil Boom of the 1930s. In Kilgore, travelers
encounter the “World's Richest Acre,” where dozens of oil derricks once
stood in close quarters. The East Texas 0il Museum brings this era to life
with vivid stories of wildcatters, oil workers, and sudden fortune. On the
nearby Kilgore College campus, the Rangerettes perform and train as a
symbol of local pride and progress for women in athletics and performance.

Continuing east, the tour drives through historic African American
communities like Red Springs, where churches, cemeteries, and former
schools share stories of strength and resilience. In Gladewater, visitors
explore the Antique Capital of East Texas and see buildings that date back
to the Depression era, many built through federal relief programs. By
following this self-guided route, visitors experience Gregg County's diverse
and dynamic history through the very landscapes and landmarks that

shaped its story.
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LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP

Henry Bannett
Angela Choy
Crain Foundation
Russall & Michells Davis
Bonnie & Dick Dial
Sadney Broadfoot Faust
Or. Robert Gabvan
Dehbie & Scooter Griffin
Fatsy B, Hollandsworth
Family Foundation
Sharon & Bill Keesa
Mancy Mobley
Mare Welch
Janet & David YWirather

INDUSTRIALIST MEMBERSHIP

Judge David & Beverly Brabham
Mimi & Bruce Cammack
Cappi & Walter Morthcut
Jeannie Pembarion
Linda J. Parson
Mark Robinson
Soottie Hige
Dan Soray
Edie Williams

PIONEER MEMBERSHIP

Nanr;!,- & Mark Abernathy
Sue M. Brown
Ann Cook Cole
Chiick Conrad
Shanna & Stephen Duck
Ko & Bruce Forbies
Marlla & Albart Gostile
. Jay & Ellen Gordon
Niki & Darren Groce
Jim Heath
Deleine & Wade Johnson
LowAnn & Joe Bob Joyce
Suzetie & Lester Lucy
L Ratcliff
Judy & Bill Rice ITI
Anda & Byron Roach
Davis Sherman
Charlofte & John Wrather

HISTORIAN MEMBERSHIP

Dir. Toam & Suzanne Armsirong
Db & Bill Bankston
Linda Barrnosw
Sally & Huss Browwn
Shelly Buitle
Biake Cammack
Futh Anne & Jerry Camp
Michelle & Bruce Cook
Danna & Tobwy Cubing
Mary & Miles Darby
Loutse Dyer
Rabin & Midch Fortmer

Cheryl & James Gilllam
Vicky & Kelly Green
Oa. John & Dann Gieilenkamp
Liottie Guttry
Barbara Hawkins
Jim & Ann Hugman
Davrathy Khoury
Shirleyy & Robert Kibbe
Longvisa Chamber af Commerca
Mary & Harold LeTourmaau
Loretta & Tosnmy Lloyd
Hancy & Gene McWharter
yonne & Keyin Newman
Kathy & Rancy Northcutt
Lacy & Charles Rade
Parry Reed
Mary & Day Shelmirg
Susan Kay Smith
Juchge Bill & Suranns Sloqwd
Linda & Charles Thomas
Carolyn & Phil Wikson

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP

Cissy & Craig Abernathy
Julia & Wade Abrams
Jordan & Jonathan Alford
Karen & Bob Anderson
Marilyn & Robsert Baley
DOr. Joe and Barbara Baucim
Mary & Bryan Benson
Jubiet & Josenph Buanca
Dr. Joseph & Marilyn Blanca
Ray Hostick
Patricia & Gary Boyd
s, Blanche and Hodsir Brick
Suzanne Brown Tuma
Lynn & Eent Bryson
Sharon & Thomas Bufloin
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Shiedly Bastler
Driurse B Jirm Byrd
Sarah Camp
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Edith & Fausto Castillo
Beily & Mike Clowers
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Bettye Craddock Famiby
Babo & B.W. Crain I\
Mary & B, Walter Crain 111
Leih B John Darky
Jeannke & Brice Davis
Pamela & Charles Davis
Michetle Deering
Dirmi & Rocoo DeSantis
John Dickerson
Or. Jerry & Bellyn Drayer
Fleci & Dan Drosgs
Susie & Michael Dunn
Div. Jack & Jdan Elcer
Susan & Larry Elmes
Claire & Gayle E ﬁgl:{.ll

Kermi Esposito Barbara Thomas Pool

Jenniter & John Fernell Donna & Daved Powell
Jack Florence Matalle & Mendy Rabicofi
Oir. andd Mrs. M.H. Fish Quita Russell &Temy Smitherman

Jeanie & Pawl Folzenlogen Detprah Race Family

Susie M. French Erin & Andreaw Raiford
Karen Frith Melson Roach Family
Pegiry Garlamnd James Roberis
Vera Garloargh Lindda Robirett
Brenda & Gl Gillam

Barbara Ressman Family
Lo & Eric Ruff
Kelsey & Carson Runge
Suzette Shelmire
Or. Carroll & Diana Sherman
Jan & Ron Shore
Dorothy & Ted Skeans
Sandra & Enic Skoog
Bobhie & Mickey Smith
Brittniey & Dansel Smith
Shenyle & Larry Smith
Ronnle E. Spradlin 111
Judge Soott & Larmey Stevens
Elizabeth & Dan Stroup
Hugh, Jean, Jack Taylon
Justin Clark Taylor Family
Judy & Wiley Thomas
Babette & Chuck Temberdain
Mancy & Clyde Tomdinson

Shannon & Greg Gilliland
Mary & Carroll Greenwaldt
O Johin & Shirkey Griflin
O, John & Karen Hall
Debbée & Jim Hancock
Eileen 5. Harpster
Sue & Daved Hayes
Eleancr & Jim Heinz
Gem Meacham & John Hillker
Laura Hillis
v, Joseph Hodges Fanmily
Michelle & Tony Holyfield
Rebecca & David Houston
Griff Hubbard & Frank Dykes
Anne & Jim Hugman
Kristen & Richard Ishihara
Oir. Frank & Darba Jackson
Mancy & Craig Jackson

Sam Jackson Pat & Brian Vandehey
Stegrhanie & Waorth Jackson Detra & Thomas Visage
(. Charles Kaplan Or. Mark & Traci Wallls
Becky & Mike K#llingsworth Taylor Welch
D, Cralg & Jeannle King Pat & Jay Watson
v Johan & Eleanor Kirk Delfina & Gany Whitwell
Gay & Ken Kirkland Richard Wilcox
Tommy Bnight Family Jdennifer & Mark White
Tina & Allan Long Sabrina & Chase Wildt
Larmy Long Karen & Daved Wright

Lonnie Lumpkins Family
Suzanne Lynn Family
Or. Chris & Lisha Mack
Carol & Richard Mankey
Gail & Mike Martin
Jessica & Jerry Martin
Ly & Jermy Martin
Lois & 1.8. McCaleh
Stacye & Aaron McCollum
Elyse & Steve MoCoshey
Dk Milber
Laney Maodlesy
Joyce Moomau
Jack Moore Family
Nancy Morgan
Sally & Kenneth Mosabey
Mancy & Jud Murray
Or. Charles & Iris Mawkirk
Latricia Michols
Hiolley & Pat Moon
Ginda & Gordon Morthecutt
Leah & Rodmey Overman
Erin & Andrew Raiford
Francye & Dan Phillips

Hetty & Fletcher Wright
Ov. Framk M. Wright, 111

Be a Part of
What'’s Happening




INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP

Kathy Adams
Billie Alderman
Paul Banner
Billie Bennett
Evelyn Bolding
Jane Crump
Brigitte Damewood
Judge Vince Dubweblber
Thomas Drennan
Janke Edmunds
Freida Frost
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Lana L. Higginbotham
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Meina Kennedy
Derek Kennedy
Jimn Killingsworth
John Asbury King, Sr.
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Melanie Northcutt
Carol Parmgmare
Clara Payne

Christian Pippins
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Jobn David Shiver
HMaolly Sue Spear
India Rader Strocpe
Micole Walden
Stephen Ward

SENIOR / EDUCATION
MEMBERSHIP

Evelena Albert

Sarah Albertson
Rick Anderson
Jolene Auderer
Judy & Paul Banner
Sally Gossett Barron
Des & Bob Bauman
June & Jim Bawmoel
Bonnie Beadies
Steven Bell
Rene & Byron Berkley
Patsy B Glendon Berry
Virginia Boswell
Wanda Burns
Jants Canian
Howard Case
James Cogar
Bobby Connelly
Ann Dormey

Polly Dunlap
Thomas Eaker, Jr.

Mancy Elswick

Patnca Florencs
Susan & Bill Gardner
Sharon Gathright
Pam Gatton
Oy, Henry Gor
Jeff Girard
Betty Glover
Caral Guess
Robyn B Dale Hardy
Patti Haskins
Donna Heaberlin
Carolyn Hearmse
Salby Hill
Mancy & James Hodloman
Betty Barkett Horaney
Susan Jackson
Rick Jahnston
Shen Johnston
Jemy Jurenka
Fred Killingsworth
Margaret Jane Lane
Brenda & Jack Lanier
Cathvy Lay
Richard LeTourneau
Della & J.1. Lews
Marion Mack
Glenda Mann
Karen Mamns
Brenda & Bill Maxwall
Doris MoCueen
Sam Mercer
Theregn Meschke
Gary Miller
Carod & Jesse Molina
John Montomery
Julle & Dana Moon
Ed Moora
Marilyn Moulds
Emily Myers
Amanda Mobles
Donakd Olson
Debbie Oberthier
Jan Paine
Sandra Palmer
HKaren & Ronald Pelers
Marilyn Pilz
Jo Popma
Jahn Post
Mary & Ray Price
Robert Procter
Brenda M. Powers
Jim Quinn
Jimmy Rangs
Ed Rast
Jeff Rectar
Elaine Roddy
Madge Rusbel
Mealinda Scott
Jamie Sharp
Falty Shappell
Phyllis Shaw
Cherry Sikes
Phiyllis Skolnick
Micki Slater

Sandy Spears
Tam Spradlin
Mancy Starr
Bill Supan
Becky Swearingen
Linda Thamas
Elissa Thrower
Dir. Juba Yan Burkileo
Linda Woyles
Julie Weaver
Thomas Welch
Richard Wilkinson Jr.
Fatsy Wood
Jan Wylie
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Open the Door to a World of Discovery

Explore More with GCHM and the HARM Program

Looking for mew ways to inspire your family's curlosity and love
for culture? When you join the Gregg County Historical Museum
(GCHM) at the Family Membership level or higher, vou wnlock
access to more than [ust one Institution—=you gain entry to an
entire continent of discovery,

Thanks to our partmership with the Morth American Reciprocal
Museum (NARM] Association, your GCHM membership lets you
enjoy free o discounted admission to over 1,000 museums,
cultural centers, botanical gardens, and more across North
America That means with your néw GCHM membership cards in
hand, you <an explofe local treasures and plan wisits to
participating institutions throughout the U5, Canada, Mexico,
and beyond,
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