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PRESIDENT

Dear Friends and Supporters,

As | reflect on the past few months here at the Gregg County
Historical Museum, | am continually overwhelmed by the
incredible community spirit that keeps our doors open and our
history alive. Qur mission to preserve and share the rich heritage
of Gregg County would simply not be possible without the
unwavering dedication of the people who stand beside us year
after year.

First and foremost, | want to extend my deepest gratitude to our
volunteers and supporters. Your tireless energy, passion, and gift
of time are the true heartbeat of this institution. Whether you
are greeting visitors, guiding tours, or helping behind the scenes,
you make this museum a success. To our members and event
sponsors, thank you as well; your financial backing and
continuous participation ensure that we can keep our
community's history vibrant and accessible for generations to
come.

We have some truly exciting changes to share, most notably in
our lower level. We want to express our most sincere
appreciation to the Longview Chamber of Commerce Leadership
Longview class for selecting the Gregg County Historical Museum
as their project. This dedicated group of community leaders
rolled up their sleeves and renovated our basement, doing a
wonderful job breathing new life into the space. We could not be
more grateful for their hard work, vision, and dedication to our
shared history.

Our work to update and enhance the museum never stops. We are
continuously making improvements and we are especially thrilled
to highlight ongoing updates to our military exhibit, made
possible by a generous donation from Dr. Robert Galvan. This
support allows us to properly honor the brave men and women
from our area who have served, ensuring their stories are told
with the dignity and historical accuracy they deserve.

Don’t forget to visit us at our annual Landmarks of Longview Tour
this year as we revisit one of our favorite neighborhoods, Nugget
Hill. We can’t wait for you to see the fabulous homes and
structures that make this neighborhood unique and significant to
our history. Make sure you come and check out the museum
during my favorite time of the year, Christmas! Beautifully
decorated trees and wreaths will be on display for auction along
with other wonderful items! Closing out the year is our annual
Living History Christmas which is a fun and FREE event for all!
The trains will be on display along with the very special world
famous Kilgore Rangerettes!

Thank you all once again for being such an integral part of our
family. Together, we are safeguarding our past while building a
bright future for our community.

Angela Choy

Front Cover 1914 Postcard

FREDONIA STREET DOWNTOWN LONGYIEW
"THE WHITE WAY"” - REFERS TO THE ILLUMINATED ELECTRIC STREET
LIGHTS INSTALLED IN THE EARLY 20™ CENTURY.
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Calendar of Events

September 8, 2026
Walk of Honor

September 18, 2026
Preservation Award Reception

September 19, 2026
Tiny Thinkers - Sports
9:00am

September 26, 2026
Landmarks of Longview Home Tour
1:00-5:00pm

October 17, 2026
Historic Haunts
6:00pm, 7:00pm & 8:00pm

_ October 17, 2026
Tiny Thinkers - Safari Fun
:00 am

November 26-30, 2026
GCHM closed for Thanksgiving Holiday
Open - November 25, 2026
Holiday Hours 10:00 am- 2:00 pm

December 1, 2026
Fashion & Firs
4:00-7:00pm

December 5, 2026
Living History Christmas
0:00-2:00pm

December 19, 2026
Tiny Thinkers -Let's Talk About Trains!
9:00 am

December 23, 2026-January 11, 2027
Closed -Christmas/New Year Holiday

_ January 16, 2027
Tiny Thinkers -Circus time!
9:00 am

February and March 2027
Voices of the South

February 20, 2027
Tiny Thinkers-Transportation
9:00 am

Spring and Summer 2027
Boombox Generation



4 r"‘s - Y~

OCT A ZOZG

@-f‘v 'x\

WALKING@TO‘URS-J
Tt NM@U‘EL} P ARANGRM
BPM 7PM & BPM?..-{

- = ki

UP

h

f
|
7

- - -
b H =
A Gy
b a
. Y
]

T GREGG CUUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM

| 214 N. FREDONIA ST. SCAN QR TO BUY
Dowﬁ 'LONGVIEW YOUR TICKETS
(903)1753 -5840
— GGHISTORICAL. ORG

o

—

LOW us ON

i Ca——

This program is made possible, in part, through a

ﬁ O' grant from the City of Longview.




; Saturdays are
5= for fun days!

DEC 19

2026

(e
Zp
FEB 20

2027

ll.—u;,-l-— S ) -

E!lll

GROUP TOUR -"*.,
FIELD TRIPS, S,
PRIVATE EVENTS,

QUIETER SETTINGS




LEADERSHIP

LONGVIEW

As the Gregg County Historical Museum celebrated its
40th anniversary, it did more than honor its past, it invested in
the future of local history. In partnership with Leadership
Longview's Class of 2026, the museum completed a
transformative project that enhanced the visitor experience
through new exhibits, interactive learning spaces, and stronger
community engagement. The completed goal reflected the
museum's commitment to preserving Gregg County's heritage
while inspiring future generations to explore the stories that
shaped East Texas.

The project introduced several exciting exhibit
enhancements for visitors of all ages. The Kids Zone was
expanded with Local Legends, an interactive exhibit celebrating
Gregg County's outstanding athletes, and Mic Drops & Music
Stops, highlighting the area's talented musicians and artists. The
Homeland & Heritage exhibit was upgraded with a life-size
Caddo hut and a hands-on archaeological dig site, giving families
and young visitors an engaging way to explore the history,
culture, and daily life of the region's earliest inhabitants. The
museum also completed renovations to its Texas Rangers
Exhibit, offering an updated look at the legendary law
enforcement agency and its connection to Gregg County.

These improvements marked more than GCHM’s 40th
anniversary and invested in the future of the community. By
combining education with interactive experiences, the Gregg
County Historical Museum created new opportunities for
visitors to connect with local history. As the museum begins its
next chapter, it remains dedicated to preserving the stories of
Gregg County.



SPONSO

D¢ =CHURC

. 2 - il
T

BOON CALK
ECHOLS COLEMAN
A B CGCOOLSBY ruic

f:l Capital Wealth Group

- e i
Legacy Leadet b i : d DF
Eastman Credit Uhion - +
Caddo Builder

Komatsu - Steve Torrence | ' -.-:l .-.I:; ' DiAGNOSTIC
SRS T CLINIC of Longview

/% CADENCE

% Bank

NTEXAS BANK
2~ AND TRUST

MEMBER FOIC

BENCHMARK rorpesaBuUTLER

Industrial SCH"iCES. Inc. visLglcommunicationsing

W frand ¢ [anpie Tdhildlc

@(NCIC

INMATE COMMUNICATIONS

7




WILD WEST SHOW

Dalton Days was a tremendous success, bringing the community together under
beautiful weather for a memorable celebration of history and hometown pride. Visitors
enjoyed a vibrant lineup of vendors, engaging activities, and a welcoming atmosphere
throughout the event. The festivities culminated in the Longview 250 Parade,
showcasing local spirit and tradition, followed by an unforgettable Laser Light Show
that lit up the night sky. A heartfelt thank you goes out to everyone who attended and
helped make this year’s Dalton Days such a special occasion.

Mark your calendar April 3, 2027

THIS EVENT IS MADE POSSIBLE, IN PART, THROUGH A
GRANT FROM THE CITY OF LONGVIEW!
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FREE ADMISSION
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2026
10AM - 2PM

DECEMBER 8, 2026 - DECEMBER 23, 2026

GCHM HOURS

214 N. FREDONIA ST. TUES-FRI 10AM-4PM
DOWNTOWN LONGVIEW SAT 10AM-2PM

903-753-5840

*Family-friendly holiday celebration
*Featuring the beloved TRAIN exhibit
*Includes the Nationwide America 250 initiative
. *@CHM transforms into a magical holiday setting
Fron Ty i *Celebrate local traditions, history, and holiday cheer

This program made possible, in part, through a grant froi:n"thé City of Longview.



The Cherokee Club welcomed guests
for its 9th Annual Kentucky Derby Party,
an evening filled with Southern charm and
Derby traditions. The event brought
together friends and supporters for a
memorable celebration inspired by the
excitement of the Kentucky Derby. Festive
hats, colorful attire, and a lively
atmosphere made for a picture-perfect
evening.

Guests enjoyed a delicious menu and
an evening of fellowship in the Cherokee
Club's beautiful lakeside setting. The
celebration also featured a variety of
friendly competitions that showcased the
creativity and style of attendees. Jo Popma
earned the Judge's Choice Award, Sheri and
Terry Johnston received Best All Around,
and Michelle Davis was recognized as Best
Dressed. Awards were sponsored by Sabrina
and Chase Wildt.

The Kentucky Derby continues to be a
favorite annual event with amazing food,
fun fellowship, and plenty of Derby flair.
Derby 2026, a tremendous success!
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“Barbara has been a dedicated
supporter of GCHM for many years,
contributing her time and energy to
countless volunteer efforts. We are
fortunate to recognize her with this
honor, which she has graciously
accepted. The Preservation Award is the
Museum’s highest honor, and Barbara is

a truly deserving recipient in
recognition of her longstanding
commitment, service, and contributions
to our events.”

-Frank Jackson

Barbara Thomas Pool has made a lasting
contribution to Longview's civic and cultural
life. Her influence extends far beyond the
organizations she served. When others focused
on limitations, she recognized opportunities.
Her confidence in what could be achieved
inspired people to invest their/time, talents,
and energy in the community, leaving a legacy
that continues to shape Longuiew today.

Born on January 4, 1949, to Margaret and
Naseep Thomas, Barbara grew up in Longview
surrounded by family, community, and
opportunity. Raised on_Sixth Street alongside
her brathers, John Nay Thomas and Geerge
Preston Thomasyshe developed an appregiation

for service and connection that would become
hallmarks of hery \

Barbara's educational journey took her
from First Ward School and Bramlette
Elementary towRerest Park Jupior High and

Longview High Scho here she ‘graduatediin
1967. Eager to ber horizens, &
attended Stephens _Cellege “in Columl%
Missolitf, earningsan Associate of Arts degre
before completing a Bachelor of -Busin
Administration in. Marketing®,at Southe
Methodist University in 1971. |

Her professional career began with Rot
Associates, an advertising and publie relatio
firm in Garland. Although she enjoyed the
experience, East Texas soon called her home.
Returning to Longview, Barbara built a
successful career in real estate, working with
R.B. Williams Real Estate and later Smith-
Thomas Real Estate.

Throughout her life, Barbara has embraced
new opportunities and challenges. One of the
most exciting came in 1893 when she joined the
team responsible for revitalizing the historic
First National Bank Building, later known as the
Summit Club. Barbara brought energy, vision,
and a deep commitment to the landmark's
mission, helping it grow from a historic site into
a thriving center of community life. For more
than a decade, her leadership was central to her
success.

Family has always been at the center of
Barbaras life. She is the proud mother of George
W. "Ivey" Strunk IV, whose career as an Apple
Computer educator reflects the spirit that has

m

guided Barbara throughout her life. Like
Barbara, he approaches each challenge with
curiosity and a defermination to make a
positive differenge  through learning and
service. In 2005, Barbara mafried Philip Poal,
the loveiof her life and sadly lost.him to brain
cancerin 2010.

Beyond her professional accomplishments,
Barbara' is perhaps best known for her
extraordinary record of community service.
Over the years, she has devoted countless
hours to organizations, that enrich the
educational, cultural, and civic life of East
Texas. Her involvement has included leadership
roles with the Junior League of Longview, the
Women's Coun ' of Realtors, Federated
Women's Cluhs}ommuntty Theater, the

; of Fil Artsy the  Longview

nde? School District Foundation, Good
Shepherd Hospital Auxilliary, and she currently
att ie Church rist.

Her passion far pres g local history led

“ to service"onrthe advisory board of the Gregg

Golinty Historical Museum, as well as her

58 f;gupp:art ~of*""PFanola College, economic

development initiatives; the local opera board,

ow her as someone who welcomes athers,

orks tirelessly, and celebrates the
accomplishments of those around her. Through
decades of professional achievement and civic
involvement, she has left an indelible mark on
Longview and helped shape the community we
enjoy today.

Barbara's leadership extended to serving
as president of  several influential
organizations, including the University of Texas
at Tyler Longview Center, the Kiwanis Auxiliary,
and the Longview Fine Arts Club. In each role,
she brought vision, enthusiasm, and a talent for
inspiring others to get involved.

Today, her legacy can be found not only in
the organizations she has served but also in the
countless lives she has touched along the way.
Her story reflects a life spent investing in
people and strengthening the community she
loves. It demonstrates how steady dedication,
carried out over many years, can create a
legacy that endures. Barbara has embodied the
spirit of East Texas in the way she lives and
Serves.

Ed downtown development efforts. Neighbors




Thank you for your
tireless efforts and for
continuing to be

an Inspiration to us all.

You truly are an angel!
v

We love you!

The Mack, Sheikh,
and Thomas Families_, /
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Gregg County Historical Museum "%-,,&El
Architectural Home Tour ._-¢- i i
S S *‘5&
Saturday, September 26, 2026 Iil%" 3

Tour F!’ﬁ_’] €s SCAN TO PURCHASE TICKETS
1:00 - 5:00 pm $25
B Pick-up Tickets Sept. 2Znd-25th at
GCHM during regular business hours

214 N. Fredonia St.
Downtown Longview
903-753-5840
gregghistorical.org

Tickets available for purchase at the

This lovely 1930's stunner on The National Registry of Historic Places welcomes you
upon entering the garden gate. The bricked front porch with its delightful cover and
the entry door is reminiscent of a former era. Upon entry, you step into a world of
wonderful color, patterns, art and antiques. Don't miss the wrought iron stair railing,
the use of eclectic art pieces throughout, family antiques-many from faraway places,
other special vintage/antique family pieces, the very unique lighting, the interesting
use of wallpaper and tilework, the inspiring ceilings and the list goes on and on. The
attention to detail is evident in every room. The pool, patio and outdoor area blends
seamlessly with the home's interior and includes an outdoor kitchen, a guest house
and an awesome "treehouse/play structure.” The pool, tile, brick, shade awning,
furniture and plants are all planned perfectly for this home. Every space reflects a
thoughtful balance of historic character. From the carefully curated interiors to the
beautifully designed outdoor living spaces, this remarkable property showcases the
classic appeal of one of Longview's prized historic homes.

Located in the South Main Historic District, this charming 1930's cottage recently Dﬁﬂ/ Sﬁ/’l,&%
received an addition larger than the original home. The previous owner provided o
complete renovation of the original portion- refinishing the cak hardwood floors,
designing a well-appointed kitchen, adding quartz, marble and designer tiles, all to
dress this quaint home for modern living.

Purchased in 2024 by the current owner, the new addition was completed by insight
Custom Homes to integrate with the original home's special elements- hardwood
floors, wood framed windows and repeated fireplace details. Even the garage in back
is aligned with the original features. Enjoy and appreciate the owner's wonderful art
collection, the use of texturs, pattern and color, and the thoughtful design to
seamlessly blend old and new creating this lovely magazine worthy home. This home

renovation is a wonderful example of preserving the character of a historic
neighborhood while embracing the comforts and style of contemporary living. 212 &,Jt‘aug?& SW

This program made possible, in part, through a grant from the City of Longview.




This charming home listed in the National Register of Historic Places was built in
1931 by Harry S. Turner. A periwinkle front screen door and original front door
welcome you into a lovingly refreshed beauty which retains so much of its
original charm. Other original features include the wrought iron stair railing,
fireplace mantel, hardwood floors, doors, tile, and skeleton keys. The owners’ love
of blues and pinks are on display, including a pink piano decorated with blue and
white ginger jars. The library is so cozy, the side porch inviting, and the kitchen is
just right.

The second floor features four bedrooms and two baths. In addition, a major
renovation in 2019 by previous owners added a third floor space that includes
collectibles of posters, action figures, records and a great place to watch TV.
Thoughtful updates throughout the home blend seamlessly with its historic
character, creating a welcoming space that celebrates both its rich history and
modern livability.

Located at 1201 Park Lane in Teague Park, the Boy Scout Hut was built in three B% sm ﬁ'ﬁ /tmim

phases and reflects the history of Boy Scout Troop 201, one of the oldest troops in
Texas, established in 1917. The original log cabin was constructed in 1941 through TW 201 c&b;ﬂ/
the efforts of Scoutmaster Marcus Shuttlesworth, the Longview Lion's Club, the City

of Longview, and local volunteers. A larger log meeting hall was added in 1948, | s

followed by a metal storage addition in 1965.

Over the years, the hut has served generations of Scouts, including future Texas
Governor Greg Abbott, and remains an important landmark celebrating
Longview's scouting heritage. The hut stands as a testament to the community
partnerships and volunteer spirit that helped shape Longview's youth programs
throughout the twentieth century. Its rustic log construction and phased expansion
reflect the continued growth and lasting impact of Troop 201 as scouting evolved s = =
over the decades. Today, the Boy Scout Hut remains o valued historic resource, = o

preserving the legacy of leadership, service, and outdoor education for future ; :
generations. 1201 M "-m

St. Antheny Catholic Church in Longview features a warm and welcoming interior
that reflects both beauty and reverence. The spacious sanctuary draws attention
to the elevated altar, while colorful stained glass windows fill the church with
natural light and depict scenes from the life of Christ and the saints. Wooden
pews, vaulted ceilings, and sacred artwork create a pedceful atmosphere for
worship and prayer. The interior has long served as the spiritual heart of the
parish. One of the church's most distinctive features is its hand-painted ceiling,
which adds remarkable artistic beauty and a sense of grandeur to the sanctuary.
The intricate painted details draw the eye upward, inspiring reflection while
complementing the church's traditional architectural design. Carefully preserved
through the years, the hand-painted ceiling remains a beloved feature that
enhances the sacred atmosphere and reflects the craftsmanship and devotion
of those who created it.

*Tour hour 3:00pm - 4:.00pm*

&
Gregg County Historical Museum

214 N. Fredonia St.
Downtown Longview
903-753-5840 17
gregghistorical.org
Hours: Tues-Fri. 10am - 4pm
Sat. 10am - 2pm




Longview Cannibals

Thank you to everyone who joined
us for the unveiling of the new Longview
Cannibals Texas Historical Marker during
the Gregg County Historical Museum's Block
Party at Stamper Park in Longview.

It was wonderful to see so many
community members, baseball fans and
local history enthusiasts come together to
celebrate an important chapter in
Longview's past.

Special thanks to Jonathan Alford
for bringing history to life by portraying a
Longview Cannibals player during the day’s
ceremony.

Over the years, East Texas has
produced its share of colorful hometown
baseball team names. But none matched the
bravado of the Longview Cannibals, who
represented Longview on the diamond for 44
years.

The team got its unique name in
June of 1895 when the team defeated the
San Antonio Missionaries, 7-0, in a hastily
scheduled game when the Texas League
team missed its train connection at Longview
after a series of games in Shreveport.

Longview newspaperman C.B.
Cunningham reported that the Missionaries
“were eaten up by the Longview Cannibals
today” Longview’s baseball fans liked the
name so much that it stuck.

Many of the Cannibals went on to
play with major league baseball teams
through the years. Among them were Jack
Johnston, Sam West, Grady White, Hick
Munsell, Ray Flaskamper, Abe Bowman, Merv
Conners, and Tex Jeanes.




Staff Members:
Jennifer White
Executive Director
Lynn Bryson
Volunteer Coordinator
Bridgette Hunt
Accounting
Kelly Green
Archives
Sandy Spears
Education Coordinator
Lana Higginbotham

Membership Coordinator

Board Members
2026-2027

Tamer Abouras
Kathy Adams
Jordan Alford

Jon Carter
Angela Choy
B. W. Crain IV
Kerri Esposito
Debbie Hanceck
Kerry Higginbotham
Jonathan LaMaster
Dr. Meredith May

Steve McCoskey

Keith Pfeffer
Christian Pippins
Ryan Rockett
Brittney Smith
Mary Lou Tevebaugh
Nicole Walden
Marc Welch
Tayler Welch

For more than 13 years, Lynn Bryson has faithfully served the Gregg
County Historical Museum as its Volunteer Coordinator. She is truly the
heartbeat of the museum. Her dedication, compassion, and unwavering
commitment have shaped the museum into a place where history comes
alive and every visitor is welcomed with warmth. Lynn also possesses a
talent for designing and staging captivating exhibits and transforms
historical artifacts into meaningful stories. From the moment visitors walk
through the doors, they experience the inviting atmosphere she has
helped create. Her presence is woven into every corner of the museum,
making her an irreplaceable part of its family.

Lynn has an extraordinary gift for bringing people together and
building lasting relationships with the volunteers who generously give
their time and talents. She never sees them as simply volunteers but as
family. Lynn takes the time to call and check on them because she
genuinely cares. She celebrates their accomplishments, encourages them
through life's challenges, and ensures that each person feels valued and
appreciated. Her kindness and authentic concern inspire others to serve
with joy, creating a volunteer program built on friendship and purpose.
Lynn's influence extends far beyond volunteer coordination. She has an
exceptional eye for detail and approaches every exhibit with creativity
and care, knowing that even the smallest touches can leave the greatest
impression.

A proud grandmother of four, she brings that same love, patience,
and encouragement into her work each day. She has earned the
admiration and respect of the museum staff, volunteers, and countless
visitors whose lives she has touched. Lynn leads with grace, serves with
humility, and gives without seeking recognition. Through her service, she
has strengthened the Gregg County Historical Museum in countless ways.
More importantly, she has helped create a place where history is
treasured, people are valued, and everyone is welcomed like family.

PRINTING

108 East South Street - Longview, Texas

Lann has a gift for
teaching others wilh
patience and
kindness. She takes
the time to explain
each ftask and never
makes anyone feel
rushed or
wnimportant. She
encourages
volunteers and staff’
to do their best while
helping them learn
wilh confidence.
Liynn is often ealled
the museum's
"Energizer Bunny"
beeaise she never
seems to slow down,

=Julie Weaver

(903) 758-3931 - orders@ahleprinting.com

« Copies « Business Cards « Envelopes « Business Forms

- Banners - Yard Signs - Magnetic Signs « Decals
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Gregg County Historical Museum
Welcomes New Board Members

Ryan Rockett has proudly served the Longview community for the past 16 years and currently
serves as Deputy Chief of Police for the Longview Police Department. A graduate with a Bachelor
of Science in Political Science and a minor in International Business Administration, Ryan has
built his career on leadership, service, and a commitment to strengthening the community he
calls home. Throughout his career, he has demonstrated a collaborative leadership style, earning
a reputation as a dedicated team player who values partnerships and works to bring peaple
together to solve problems.

Beyond his professional responsibilities, Ryan has a lifelong appreciation for history and the
stories that shape a community's identity. His interest in preserving and celebrating Longview's
heritage led him to participate in Leadership Longview through the Longview Chamber of
Commerce, where he further developed his commitment to civic engagement and community
leadership.

Ryan Rockett

Jonathan LaMaster is the IT Director at Mobberly Baptist Church and has proudly called
the Longview area home for the past 35 years. With more than 20 years of experience in
information technology, he brings valuable technical knowledge and problem solving skills -
o he
£

to every organization he serves. Jonathan has been actively involved in the community
through the Lobo Band Boosters. He also serves on the Campus Development Committee
at Mobberly Baptist Church and is a recent graduate of Leadership Longview.

Jonathan believes that serving others is one of the best ways to strengthen a community. /
He enjoys being part of something bigger than himself and values opportunities to make a -
lasting difference. His experience in technology and organizational planning allows him to
offer practical solutions while working with others toward common goals. Jonathan looks
forward to helping GCHM continue to grow and preserve the history of Gregg County.

Jonathan LaMaster

Tamer Abouras is an attorney with Sloan Law Firm who has proudly called Gregg County
home since August 2021. Since moving to the area, he has become actively involved in the
community and has served on the Longview Historic Preservation Commission since June
2022. Tamer enjoys helping preserve the history of Longview and believes that protecting
the city's past helps strengthen its future. He is known for being thoughtful in his work and
for paying close attention to every detail.

Tamer also enjoys finding new ways to share the museum's story with the community. He
has a strong interest in marketing and believes that increasing public awareness helps
connect more people with local history. Whether serving on the Historic Preservation
Tamer Abouras Commission or supporting the Gregg County Historical Museum, he is committed to working

with others.




Kerry Higginbotham has dedicated his career to law enforcement and has proudly called
Longview home for more than 20 years. Throughout his career, Kerry has built a reputation as
a trusted leader who approaches every challenge with professionalism and determination. He
enjoys working with others and believes the best solutions come from collaboration. His
willingness to take on difficult projects and see them through has earned the respect of those
who know and work with him.

Outside of his professional career, Kerry has a deep appreciation for the history of Longview
and enjoys learning about the peaple, places, and events that have shaped the city. He has
served on nonprofit boards and is always willing to lend his time and talents to projects that
strengthen the community. Kerry also has experience in photography and construction, and
he enjoys working on passion projects that allow him to preserve history while using his
creativity and craftsmanship.

Kerry Higginbotham

Keith Pfeffer is a Certified Public Accountant with Heard, McElroy, & Vestal, LLC and has
called Gregg County home for the past 19 years. He has a strong commitment to serving the
community and has shared his time with several local organizations. Keith served on the St.
Mary's Catholic Schoo! Advisory Council and has held a variety of leadership roles with the
East Texas Chapter of Certified Public Accountants. He also served as the chapter's
president and enjoyed helping guide the arganization.

Keith is interested in serving on the museum board because he wants to give back to the
community that has given so much to him. He believes the museum plays an important role
in preserving local history while supporting the continued growth of Gregg County. His
experience as a CPA provides valuable financial knowledge and strong organizational skills.
Keith looks forward to working with the board to help the museum continue to grow and

Keith Pfeffer serve future generations.
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Meet your incoming President “

Dear Friends of the Museum,

I am truly honored to serve as the incoming president of the Gregg County Historical Museum. It is a privilege to help guide an
organization that has long been dedicated to preserving and celebrating our community's rich history. Thank you for your continued
support-it is truly appreciated. We have many exciting exhibits and events planned for the coming year, and | look forward to seeing you
at the museum!

On September 26, 2026, join us for Landmarks of Longview, a tour highlighting some of our community's historic and architectural

treasures. The tour features beautiful homes that have been graciously opened to the public, allowing visitors to not only admire their
architectural beauty but also learn the stories and history behind these remarkable homes. Then, on October 17, 2026, experience
Historic Haunts, where storytelling and guided tours come together to create a memorable and delightfully haunting evening.
December begins with Fashion & Firs on December 1, 2026. This festive evening is sure to put everyone in the Christmas spirit as
attendees enjoy beautifully decorated Christmas trees and wreaths. It is also a wonderful opportunity to find unique holiday gifts while
celebrating the season with family and friends. On December 5, 2026, join us for a family-friendly celebration featuring our beloved
maodel train exhibit, along with fun activities for children of all ages.

Looking ahead, we are especially excited about our upcoming exhibits. During February and March, our Voices of the South exhibit
will celebrate the voices and lasting contributions of influential figures in jazz, literature, blues, and poetry. From May through August,
our Boombox Generation exhibit will celebrate the music, culture, and lasting influence of two unforgettable decades that continue to
shape our communities today.

None of this would be possible without your generous support and dedication. | would like to extend my sincere gratitude to our
sponsors, dedicated volunteers, and hardworking museum staff—we truly could not do it without you. We are also deeply grateful to the
City of Longview and Gregg County for their continued partnership and support. Your investment in preserving our shared history
allows us not only to learn from the past but also to inspire future generations.

| look forward to a wonderful year ahead and hope to see you at the museum as we continue celebrating the history that connects
us all. Thank you again for your continued support.

Warm Regards,

T P P S
President, Gregg County Histarical Museum 0




Charlie Neal, born in Longview, Texas, rose from East Texas sandlots to
become one of Major League Baseball’s most respected infielders during the 1950s
and 1960s. Known for his quick hands, strong defense, and clutch hitting, Neal
made his Major League debut with the Brooklyn Dodgers in 1956. He helped the
e 2 | team capture the 1959 World Series championship after the franchise moved to
| History Detective Los Angeles. Playing primarily at second base, he became a fan favorite for his
| LARRY consistency and athleticism, earning recognition as one of the key African
. COURINGTON I American players who helped shape baseball in the years following Jackie

— Robinson’s breakthrough.

Beyond his accomplishments on the field, Charlie Neal’s story reflects
determination, talent, and pride in his East Texas roots. He played during a
transformative era in American sports, helping open doors for future generations
bODGERS of athletes while representing Longview on the national stage. His career included
multiple World Series appearances and memorable performances against some of
baseball's greatest teams and players. Today, Neal is remembered not only as an
outstanding ballplayer, but also as a hometown pioneer whose legacy continues to
inspire young athletes across Texas.

Adding to his legacy and personal connection to the game, the bat on
display in the GCHM sports exhibit was specially designed by Charlie Neal himself.
His knowledge of baseball and his passion for the sport that made him a hometown
legend.

by Lana Lynne Higginbotham

Alligator Creek by Lottie Guttry released in 2015. During her promotion of her book, | met Lottie at a local
writer’s meeting. Her presentation detailed her writing journey and the inspiration of her family’s legacy. As
| share her love of Civil War history and heritage, she had my full attention. When asked, she surprised the
group by declaring she had no plans to write another book; writing this one accomplished the family story
she wanted to tell. The time and energy required to write another would take away from adding chapters of
new memories to her own life. Her family mattered the most. Of course, | bought the book, and she signed it
that night.

| came home and opened the cover of Alligator Creek and had to force myself to turn off the light at
bedtime. In balancing life and work, it took me about a week to finish reading it. A detailed backdrop of well-
researched history surrounded the characters, bringing the past to life. Inspired by the author’s great-great-
grandparents, the characters of Alexander and Sarah Browning are unforgettable. The challenges Sarah and
their children face on the home front in Florida and the trauma and grit of the war for Alex are unflinching.
My heart ached for each, especially for Sarah during the post-war journey to East Texas.

This novel isn’t a typical love story with a backdrop of war. It explores the harsh realities and does not
have the expected ending. However, it does have a satisfying one—forgiveness. Don’t miss it.

= Shop the GCHM GIFT SHOP for books!



When the job has to be done right, call Wildt's
Wiring. We take on the projects others won't-
bringing the experience. skill and eguipment to
get it done the right way the first time.

From complex installations to everyday service
work, no job is too big or too small. We deliver
reliable, high-quality results across residential,
commercial, and industrial projects.

Built on hard work, precision, and a commitment
to safety, our team lakes pride in delivering work
you can count on every time.

THANK YGU!

The Gregg County Historical Museum extends its
sincere appreciation to the East Texas Professional
Credit Union “Kindness Crew” for their thoughtful
visit and generous appreciation bags filled with
goodies and snacks.

ETPCU launched its History Series on July 1, 2026.
GCHM is honored to be recognized for its role in
preserving the stories, artifacts, and heritage that
make East Texas so special.

GCHM is grateful for the partnership with East
Texas Professional Credit Union and wish you great
success.

East / Texas
Professional




GCHM FUTURE EXHIBITS

THE

SOUND.

THE WORDS.
THE S0UL.
THE LEGACY.

A NEW EXHIBIT AT THE

GREGG COUNTY -
g HISTORICAL MUSEUM - .~

The 1980s and 1990s were decades of
remarkable creativity, change, and cultural
transformation, Political shifts, — social
movements, music, movies, television,
fashion, sports, and emerging technology all
helped shape a generation and redefine
everyday life. The boombox became an
enduring symbol of the era, bringing music
into neighborhoods, parks, and homes while
connecting  people  through shared
experiences and unforgettable songs. This
exhibit explores the defining moments,
cultural trends, and historic events that left
a lasting impact on these two decades. It
also examines how their influence
continues to shape entertainment,
technology, politics, and popular culture
today.

The South has long been a place where
music and words have told the stories of its
people. From the soulful sounds of jazz and
blues to the powerful voices of poets and
authors, Southern artists have captured the
joys, struggles, traditions, and dreams of
generations. Their creativity has influenced
American culture and inspired audiences
around the world, This exhibit celebrates
the musicians,writers, and poets whose
talents gave the South its distinctive voice.
Through their art, they preserved history,
expressed emotion, and created a lasting
legacy that continues to shape our
understanding of the region today in 2027.

= 1l . - - .. e F{.-‘EI;"'M-F L‘EGENPARY.

TWO DECADES. ENDLESS IMPACT.



The Revitalize and Rediscover Campaign is
bringing exciting new life to the Gregg County
Historical Museum. Visitors will notice many
changes throughout the museum as we
prepare to unveil new exhibits and enhanced
gallery spaces this fall. Every update is
designed to create a more engaging experience
while preserving the rich history of Gregg
County.

One of the most anticipated additions is
“The Price of Liberty,” a powerful new military
exhibit that honors the courage, sacrifice, and
service of the men and women who have
defended our nation. Through artifacts,
photographs, uniforms, and personal stories,
visitors will gain a deeper appreciation for the
cost of freedom and the lasting impact of
military service.

As the museum continues to grow, the
Revitalize and Rediscover Campaign reflects
our commitment to preserving the past while
creating new experiences for future
generations.

DALTON
ROBBERY

Step into the story of one of Longview's most unforgettable
moments at the Gregg County Historical Museum. Our NEW
Dalton Days Exhibit brings the dramatic events of the 1894
Dalton Gang bank robbery to life through historic
photographs, artifacts, and fascinating stories. Learn about
the bravery of Longview's citizens and law enforcement who
helped stop the outlaws and preserved a remarkable piece of
our community's history.

Since 1994, the Gregg County Historical Museum has
proudly hosted Dalton Days, an annual celebration of
Longview's heritage. Each year, families gather for a day filled
with excitement featuring the famous bank robbery
reenactments, Wild West entertainment, blacksmith
demonstrations, children's activities, artisans, food vendors,
and hands-on fun for all ages. Dalton Days has become one of
Longview's favorite traditions and continues to celebrate the
history that shaped our community.

Come visit the museum and experience the NEW Dalton
Days Exhibit. Then make plans to join us this spring as history
comes alive during Dalton Days, April 3, 2027. There is always
something new to discover at the Gregg County Historical
Museum.

Campaign Donations
PO Box 3342
Longview, Tx 75606
903-753-5840
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THE DOWNTOWN THEATERS OF GREGG COUNTY

by Marc Welch

In the first half of the 20th century, movie theaters were an
important part of the social fabric of Gregg County. With the oil boom of
the 1930s, theaters opened to entertain the growing population. Movies
were the best resource for seeing news of the world and providing an
escape from a nation during the depression.

Gladewater had the Gregg Theater built in 1935, with seating for
over 400 that featured major Hollywood productions. Across the
railroad tracks, the Cozy, built in 1935, featured Westerns and included a
balcony for African American patrons during the era of segregation.
Kilgore was home to the Texan Theater, opened in 1931, and the Crim
Theater which opened in June of 1939. The Crim was designed to be the
most modern theater in Texas, seating 1,000 people and featuring air
conditioning and hosting world premiere movies. Even Greggton had
the Ritz Theater opening in 1932, on Hwy 80, although it was destroyed
by a fire in 1942.

Longview was home to six theaters, Rembert, Ritq, Liberty, Strand,
Aladdin, and Arlyne, none of which survive today. Frank Rembert built
the first theater on Cotton Street in 1915. It hosted traveling plays and
variety shows, later featuring silent movies. It was bought by Tracy
Flanagan who introduced “talking movies” in the late 1920’s. Today the
site is part of the First Baptist Church complex. The Aladdin Theater,
located on Fredonia Street just south of the train station, opened in 1931
and wds a popular movie house with Longview's growing boom town
population. The Aladdin burned in December 1937, damaging several
businesses on the block. The Rita opened in 1934, on East Tyler Street. It
seated 650 and included a balcony for the African American patrons. It
burned, then reopened in 1948, but closed in 1954, and was demolished
in the 1960s.

The last of the downtown thedters opened in May of 1939, built by
Tracy Flanagan and named for his wife, Arlyne. The theater's exterior
featured a circular arc covering the entire front of the building with a
large vertical sign spelling out “ARLYNE.” The inside was as modern as
the exterior with air conditioning, a large screen, and interior walls
decorated with art deco designs and seating for 1,000. The upper floor
featured a smoking lounge and restrooms, but no balcony seating. The
Arlyne closed its doors in 1975, and was demolished in 1976, falling
victim to newer, larger theaters outside of downtown.

While these historical theaters are lost landmarks, one part of
theater history found new purpose in your Gregg County Historical
Museum. Today the Arlyne’s original ticket receptacle is on display in
our exhibit on Gregg County celebrities.



Membership Benefits at Gregg County Historical Museum

Interested in becoming @ member? Memberships provide a significant portion of the
funds that the museum uses throughout the year to provide educational events and
resources for the community and all visitors!
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$35

2 FREE tickets to Landmarks of Longview
2 FREE tickets to the Kentucky Derby Party
7 FREE tickets to the Preservation Reception

Complimentary use of the Education Center
for one private function

Yearly commemarative ornament

uu Senior Indmdual Family Historian =~ Pioneer In:hstndisl Lifetime
FREE Unlimited Admission v v v v v v v v
A subscription to Musings Magazine v v v v v v v v
Invitations to Member Only events v v v v v v v v
FREE Admission to Traveling Exhibits and 7 7 v v v o > 7
Lecture Series
Invtation to Members Only Exhiit Premieres v v v v v v v
Recipracal Admission to aver 340 v v v v v
Time Traveler Museums
0% OF urique Gifshop items v v (e v 4 4 v
Complementary Guest Passes v ¥ v v
7 FREE tickets to Dalton Days VIP Raom v v v
v v
v
v
v
v
v

Name included on the Wall of Lifetime Members

We are proud to be a part of these National museum programs!
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LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP

Henry Bennett
Angela Choy
Crain Foundation
Michelle & Russell Davis
Bonnie & Dick Dial
Sidney Broadfoot Faust
Dr. Robert Galvan
Debbie & Scooter Griffin
Rosa May Griffin Foundation
Patsy B. Hollandsworth
Family Foundation
Dr. Frank & Darba Jackson
Paula & Dr. Charles Kaplan
Sharon & Bill Keese
Nancy Mobley
Cappi & Walter Northcutt
Linda Person
Carolyn & Phil Wilson
Marc Welch
Janet & David Wrather
Patti & Jim Wright

INDUSTRIALIST MEMBERSHIP

Judge David & Beverly Brabham

Jeannie Pemberton
Mark Robinson
Scottie Rice
Edie Williams

PIONEER MEMBERSHIP

Nancy & Mark Abernathy
Sue M. Brown
Mimi & Bruce Cammack
Chuck Conrad
Shanna & Stephen Duck
Albert Goettle Plumbing
Ellen Gordon
Niki & Darren Groce
Barbara Hawkins
Jim Heath
LouAnn & Joe Baob Joyce
Loretta & Tommy Lloyd
Suzette & Lester Lucy
Elyse & Steve McCoskey
Lee Ratcliff
Judy & Bill Rice II1
Anda & Byron Roach
Kitty & Davis Sherman
Dan Sarey
Charlotte & John Wrather
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HISTORIAN MEMBERSHIP

Dr.Tom & Suzanne Armstrong
Debbie & Bill Bankston
Linda Barrow
Fred Bauer

Sally & Russ Brown
Diane & Jim Byrd
Blake Cammack
Ann Cook Cole
Michelle & Bruce Cook
Kee & Bruce Forbes
Forbes & Butler Visual
Communications
Donna & Toby Cubine
Dr. Jerry & Kellyn Drayer

Gans & Smith Insurance Agency

Vicky & Kelly Green

Dr. John & Diann Greifenkamp

Dr. John & Shirley Griffin
Lottie Guttry
Kirk Henderson
Anne & Jim Hugman
Dorothy Khoury
Shirley & Robert Kibbe

Longview Chamber of Commerce

Mary & Harold LeTourneau
Suzanne Lynn
Nancy & Gene McWhorter
Kathy & Randy Northcutt
Barbara Thomas Pool
Mary & Roy Price
Perry Reed
Mary & Day Shelmire
Susan Kay Smith

Judge Bill & Suzanne Stoudt

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP
Cissy & Craig Abernathy

Dr. Jaclyn & Clay Abernathy

Julia & Wade Abrams
ShaLonda W. Adams
Jordan & Jonathan Alford
Karen & Bob Anderson

Dr. Joe and Barbara Baucum

Mary & Bryan Benson

Juliet & Joseph F. Bianca II
Dr. Joseph & Marilyn Bianca

Evelyn Bolding
Patricia & Gary Boyd
Sally & Russ Brown
Suzanne Brown Tuma
Lynn & Kent Bryson
Sharon & Thomas Bufkin
Sherian Burlingame
Linda & Jim Buie
Shelly Butler

Robert Cargill
Betty & Mike Clowers
Joni & Charles Cobb
Bettye Craddock Family
Babo & B.W. Crain IV
Mary & B. Walter Crain III
Hannah & John Cromer
Leah & John N. Darby
Mary & Miles Darby
Nick & Michelle Deering
Flecia & Dan Droege
Betty “Twinkle” Bivins
Duncan
Susie & Michael Dunn
Dr. Jack & Jan Elder
Susan & Larry Elms
Claire English
Kerri Esposito
Jennifer Ferrell
John Ferrell
Kim & Mel Fish
Jeanie Folzenlogen
Robin & Mitch Fortner
Susie M. French
Karen Frith
Linda Hofer - Fullman
Peggy Garland
Vera Garlough
Brenda & Gil Gillam
Cheryl & James Gilliam
Shannon & Greg Gilliland
Mary & Carroll Greenwaldt
Dr. John & Karen Hall
Debbie & Jim Hancock
Eileen S. Harpster
Eleanor & Jim Heinz
Lana & Rick Higginbotham
Gem Meacham & John Hillier
Laura Hillis Family
Dr. Joseph Hodges Family
Michelle & Tony Holyfield
Rebecca & David Houston
Griff Hubbard & Frank Dykes
Kristen & Richard Ishihara
Nancy & Craig Jackson
Sam Jackson
Stephanie & Worth Jackson
David Jamison
Becky & Mike Killingsworth
Dr. Craig & Jeannie King
Sydney & Berry King, Sr.
Dr. John & Eleanor Kirk
Gay & Ken Kirkland
Lisa & Tommy Knight

Mark & Jane Ott Lane
Brenda & Jack Lanier
Tina & Allan Long
Larry Long
Jana & John Lowman
Lonnie Lumpkins Family
Dr. Chris & Lisha Mack
Carol & Richard Manley
Gail & Mike Martin
Jessica & Jerry Martin
Lynn & Jerry Martin
Lois & J.B. McCaleb
Stacye & Aaron McCollum
Dick Miller
Terry Miller
Joyce & Bob Moomau
Jeff & Christy Moore
Nancy Morgan
Sally & Kenneth Moseley
Nancy & Jud Murray
Dr. Charles & Iris Newkirk
Yvonne & Kevin Newman
Latricia Nichols
Holley & Pat Noon
Ginia & Gordon Northcutt
Leah & Rodney Overman
Johnson & Pace
Carol & Bill Parrymore
Jeannine & Keith Pfeffer
Donna & David Powell
Natalie & Mendy Rabicoff
Deborah Race Family
Charles Rader Family
Erin & Andrew Raiford
Misty & Nelson Roach
James Roberts
Linda Robinett
Barbara Rossman Family
John Post Family
Lori & Eric Ruff

Quita Russell & Terry Smitherman

Donna & Jamie Sharp
Suzette Shelmire
Dr. Carroll & Diana Sherman
Jan & Ron Shore
Dorothy Skeans
Sandra & Eric Skoog
Bobbie & Mickey Smith
Sheryl & Dr. Larry Smith
Ronnie E. Spradlin ITI
India Rader Stroope
Elizabeth & Dan Stroup



FAMILY MEMBERSHIP

Hugh, Jean, Jack Taylor
Justin Clark Taylor Family
Judy & Wiley Thomas
Lisa & Ray Tiller
Babette & Chuck Tomberlain
Nancy & Clyde Tomlinson
Pat & Brian Vandehey
Dr. Mark & Traci Wallis
Tayler Welch Family
Gary Whitwell
Richard Wilcox
Jennifer & Mark White
Sabrina & Chase Wildt
Karen & David Wright
Betty & Fletcher Wright
Dr. Frank M. Wright, III

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP

Kathy Adams
Billie Alderman
Paul Banner
Billie Bennett
Larry Courington
Jane Page Crump
Bill Crouch
Brigitte Damewood
Judge Vince Dulwebber
Polly Dunlap
Thomas Drennan
Janie Edmonds
Kimberly Fish
Freida Frost
Susan Gardner
Laura Hill
Penny Huey
Neina Kennedy
Derek Kennedy
Jim Killingsworth
Betty Kindle
Ranjit Kodali
Angie Konczak
Richard LeTourneau
Paula Loden
Marion T. Mack
Glenda Mann
JD McMullen
Felicia Moore
Melanie Northcutt
Clara Payne
Christian Pippins
Nancy Ruff
Carolyn Russell
John David Shiver
Brittney Smith
Molly Sue Spear
Justice Scott Stevens
Mary Lou Tevebaugh
Nicole Walden
Stephen Ward
Julie Weaver

SENIOR / EDUCATION

MEMBERSHIP
Evelene Albert
Sarah Albertson
Rick Anderson
Jolene Auderer
Robert Bailey

Dr. Charles & Mary Romas Ball

Judy & Paul Banner
Sally Gossett Barron
Dee & Bob Bauman
June & Jim Baumoel
Bonnie Beadles
Stephen Bell
Rene & Byron Berkley
Patsy & Glendon Berry
Virginia Boswell
Dr. Blanche Brick
Lucy Bunch
Wanda Burns
Dr. Bill Bussey
Debra Bussey
Janis Canion
Jon Carter
Howard Case
James Cogar
Jeanne J. Collins
Bobby Connelly
Edward Crain
Mary Davis
Ann Dorney
Thomas Eaker, Jr.
Nancy Elswick
Patricia Florence
Sharon Gathright
Pam Gatton
Dr. Henry Gor
Jeff Girard
Betty Glover
Carol Guess
Robyn & Dale Hardy
Patti Haskins
Mark Hatfield
David Hayes
Donna Heaberlin
Carolyn Hearne
Sally Hill
Nancy & James Holloman
Betty Barkett Horaney
Susan Jackson
Rick Johnston
Sheri Johnston
Jerry Jurenka
Fred Killingsworth
Jim Killingsworth
Margaret Jane Lane
Cathy Lay
Richard LeTourneau
Della Lewis
Carol Little
Liz Lockheart
Karen Maris
Brenda & Bill Maxwell
Dr. Meredith May

Peggy Mayfield
Brenda McKinney
Doris McQueen
Sam Mercer
Theresa Meschke
Gary Miller
Carol & Jesse Molina
Julie & Dana Moon
John Montgomery
Ed Moore
Marilyn Moulds
Nancy W. Morgan
Emily Myers
Amanda Nobles
Donald Olson
Debbie Oberthier
Jan Paine
Sandra Palmer
Karen & Ronald Peters
Marilyn Pilz
Jo Popma
Brenda Powers
Robert Proctor
Jim Quinn
Jimmy Range
Sue Rathbun
Ed Rast
Jeff Rector
Lori Reynolds
Elaine Roddy
Madge Ruebel
Nancy Ruff
Travonda Satterwhite
Melinda Scott
Patty Shappell
Phyllis Shaw
Cherry Sikes
Phyllis Skolnick
Nicki Slater
Sandy Spears
Tom Spradlin
Nancy Starr
Bill Supan
Becky Swearingen
Linda Thomas
Clinton Tolles
Elissa Thrower
Dr. Julia Van Burkleo
Debra & Thomas Visage
Linda Voyles
Kim Wallis
Pat Watson

Sherrie & Thomas Welch III

Richard Wilkinson Jr.
Patsy Wood
Jan Wylie

ST

THANK YOU

FOR YOUR
GCHM

MEMBERSHIP
N

GCHM members at the
Family level and above
receive free admission
to participating NARM
museums. Click the
link to discover
participating
museums.

The NARM
Association unites
cultural institutions

across Bermuda,
Canada, the Cayman
Islands, Puerto Rico,
and the United States
- members enjoy
access to art, science,
history, botanical
gardens, and more.
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Spotlight your business with a vibrant, full-color GCHM

balloon sculpture. Choose your size, location, and artist.

Locally fabricated by Modisette Welding using high quality, rust 4=
resistant metal & finished with a white base coat. Built to last 25+ years. --'?»-

Contact GCHM

903-753-5840
director@gregghistorical.org

Balloon in
FOCUS

Jﬁ; JUNIOR LEAGUE OF LONGVIEW

Our featured hot air balloon was created as a lasting symbol of community partnership and service.

The blue panels represent the signature color of the Junior League of Longview, while the silver panels were
selected to complement the organization's logo. Rather than being painted, the old and current Junior
League logos displayed on the silver panels are high quality vinyl decals produced by Jason Jameson of Sign
Pro. Simple in design yet rich in meaning, the balloon celebrates the Junior League of Longview's long history
of volunteer service and its continued commitment to improving the quality of life in our community. It
stands as a colorful reminder that when people work together, they can lift a community to new heights.
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